
Deale Elementary School 
September 2017 

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

September 

5 – First day of 
School 

Kindergarten 
conferences 

6 – Kindergarten 
conferences 

7 -8 Kindergarten 
staggered 

entrance 

8 – Welcome back 
movie night and 

picnic 5:30-9 

11 – Kindergarten 

staggered 
entrance 

12 – PTA Executive 
Board Meeting 7-9 

Back to School 

Night 6-7 

14 – Fall pictures 

19 – PTA General 
Membership 6:30-

9 

25 – Pizza Night 

5:30-7:30 

25 – 28 Book Fair 

October 

9 – Interims sent 

home 

10 – PTA Executive 

Board Meeting 7-9 

18 – 2 hour early 

dismissal 

19 - 20  Schools 

Closed for Children 

Principal’s Message 

Dear Deale Family, 

Welcome to the 2017 – 2018 school year! I’m honored to once again serve as the Principal of your 

child’s school! Please know that my door is always open. I encourage you to call the school should 

you have any questions or concerns. Never lose sleep worrying about something that can be easily 

resolved with a simple phone call!  

Over the years, I have found that your child’s best interest is served when there is strong 

communications between you and his or her teacher. Therefore, I ask that all inquiries about 

classroom issues begin with the teacher. However, I am always available to assist when needed! 

As we begin the year, we wish first grade teacher, Mrs. Stinson a quick recovery and speedy return 

from medical leave! We feel incredibly fortunate to welcome Mrs. Dusak back from retirement as 

she has graciously agreed to step in as Mrs. Stinson's long term sub! 

We also welcome Mrs. Borman to Deale and our 5th Grade Team. She is replacing Mrs. Hill who 

filled Mrs. Dusak's vacancy in 2nd Grade!

Mr. Kyle Lynch makes his debut at Deale as our new STEM Teacher and Mr. Bailey will be our 

new Band and Strings teacher for the coming year! 

We also welcome and thank our new PTA President, Mrs. Betsy Orff. Mrs. Dieringer is once again 

serving on our PTA as Vice President and Mrs. Callahan is returning as Secretary. Mrs. Bowman 

returns as Treasurer. Please join me in thanking and supporting the efforts of these outstanding 

Deale parents! They will need and count on your support to bring outstanding opportunities to our 

children! 

Back to School Night 

Back to School Night will be on Tuesday, September 12th at 6:00pm. There will be two sessions 

following a brief welcome over the public address system. Parents should report directly to 

classrooms. This will be an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and hear firsthand about 

expectations, routines, and other important topics of interest. Please keep in mind that this is not a 

convenient time to hold conferences with your child’s teacher. Conferences can be scheduled 

individually throughout the year whenever the need arises.     

“Not My Child Program” 

You will find a flyer attached to our September newsletter advertising a program titled, “Not My 

Child” to be held at Southern Middle School on October 5, 2017. This program will be a 

Community Conversation sponsored by the Office of County Executive, Steve Schuh on the topic of 

substance misuse in our community. The target audience is parents and their children in grades 3 and 

up. I encourage you to review this information and consider attending. Doors open at 6:15 and a 

video titled, “Not My Child” will be presented at 7:00pm followed by a panel discussion.  



26 – Cyber Safety 

Info 7:00 

31 – Halloween 

Parade/Class 
Parties (time TBD) 

 

November 

2 – Fall Picture 
Retakes 

3 – Harvest Dance 

6-8 pm 

9 – 2 hour early 

dismissal 

10 – 2 hour early 

dismissal 

End of first 

marking period 

13-17  American 

Education Week 

Start of second 
marking period 

14 – PTA General 
Membership 

Meeting 7-9 

20 – Report Card 

Distribution 

22-24 No School 

29 – Book Fair 

Barnes & Noble 
10-8 

 

December 

6 – Cookies and 
Caroling 6-8 

7 – 2 hour early 
dismissal 

8 – No school for 

students 

12 – PTA Executive 

Board Meeting 

15 – Interims sent 

home 

19 – PTA General 

Membership 
Meeting 

Collaborative Decision Making, CDM – From the CDM Team Leaders 

In an effort to be as proactive as possible, we have adopted a new process for meeting the needs of 

all students. Collaborative Decision Making (CDM) is a problem-solving process that promotes 

early intervention to meet the learning and behavior needs of students. Teachers and resource 

personnel will meet to discuss student performance and to develop a plan that addresses specific 

concerns affecting student success.  This team of professionals is called the Student Intervention 

Team. The CDM process can support students, their families, and the classroom teacher in a number 

of ways such as: 

 Identifying a student’s strengths, interests, and successes 

 Determining what is getting in the way of the student’s success at school 

 Setting achievable goals for improvement 

 Developing and implementing strategies to help the student with learning, behavior, or 

social skills in school 

 Reviewing student progress on a regular basis and identifying next steps for supporting the 

student.  

Parents will be notified by the classroom teacher if their child is going through the CDM process.  

Your involvement in the CDM process will be integral to your child’s success. 

Please know that many students encounter some bumps along the way during their education. Our 

goal is to support them as they grow and learn and to make those bumps and challenges as smooth as 

possible. We looking forward to working with you through the CDM process, should the need arise, 

to provide the best possible learning environment for your child.  

 

Leonardo da Vinci 

I’ve enjoyed welcoming your children back to school this year. As part of my welcome, I visited 

each classroom to talk about our expectations for the year ahead. We talked about respecting 

ourselves, each other, learning, and the learning environment. We also had some fun talking about 

Leonardo da Vinci and his contributions to society. In particular, I encouraged students to embrace 

the curiosity he demonstrated throughout his life and to pursue their interest! We will be talking 

about the seven da Vincian principles as described in a book called, “How to Think Like Leonardo 

da Vinci” by Michael Gelb. Have fun continuing this conversation at home and exploring some of 

da Vinci’s great accomplishments! 

Communication 

You will receive an email from me each week on Friday afternoon providing an update on pertinent 

information and including a list of important upcoming events. You will also receive a monthly 

newsletter near the beginning of each month. 

We are poised for a great year and look forward to providing fun, engaging, and inspiring 

opportunities for your children. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Barzal 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



25 – January 1 

Schools closed 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m looking forward to another great year in the Media Center! For those of you who don’t 

know me, my name is Mrs. Bischoff and I will be reading, researching, and learning with your children 

each week. We also check out books during our media time. Kindergarten checks out one book, while 

all other grades check out two books.  

 

Check out is an opportunity for your children to choose their own books, find books on topics 

they enjoy, or try something new. While we talk about choosing books on their reading level, they 

may come home with books that are too difficult, or too easy. That’s okay! Enjoying the topic and 

getting the chance to make their own choices helps foster the love of reading! If you have specific 

books you’d like your child to check out, visiting the public library is a great opportunity for you to 

choose many books to read at home, as well as finding just the right fit for meeting your child’s reading 

goals. 

 

We have some great plans for the coming school year. Look for information coming home 

soon about our BEST Readers (Black-Eyed Susan Team of Readers) for 4th & 5th grades, as well as 

our Chessie Club for 1st – 3rd grades. 

 

Our first book fair of the year is September 25-28. It’s one month earlier than usual, so you 

will see information coming home very soon. We’d love to have you volunteer – it’s a great way to 

interact with the kids and see all the great books in the fair! 

Happy Reading! 

 

 

 
~Mrs. Bischoff 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Media Center 



 
 
 

 

 

BOOK IT’S BACK! 

 

 

Reading is such an integral part of our children’s 

education and it should be valued and celebrated. To 

encourage your child, we will start our ‘Book It’ 

incentive program in October.  Each month your child 

will receive a monthly reading log with a reading 

goal.  Once they achieve their monthly goal, they 

should return their reading log to their teacher and 

will receive a Reading Award Certificate for a free, one-topping Personal 

Pan Pizza.  We will also track how many months they have participated 

this year and provide additional incentives at the end of the program, 

which culminates at the end of March.  Look for more information to 

come home with your child over the next few weeks.  Keep Reading! 

       ~Mrs. Robbins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Middle School Magnet Programs 
 
General Magnet Information Sessions: 
October 4th 6-8pm @ Annapolis High School 
October 14th 9-11am @ North County High School 
 
Specific Magnet Program Information Sessions- all sessions 6:30-8:00pm: 
October 17th @ Annapolis Middle for International Baccalaureate Program (IB) 
November 2nd @ Central Middle for Science, Technology, Engineering, & Math Program (STEM) 
November 6th @ Bates Middle for Performing Visual Arts Program (PVA) 
 
The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IB MYP) provides a student-centered 
education that challenges students to make connections between education and the real-world as 

they consider their roles in both local and global communities. 
 



 

 

 

 

The Science, Technology, Engineering, & Math Middle School (STEM) Magnet Program immerses 
students in an interdisciplinary, inquiry-based, and technology-rich curriculum where they will 

apply STEM subjects to the world around them. 
 

The Performing Visual Arts Middle School (PVA) Magnet Program offers advanced arts instruction 
and performance opportunities through a strong academic curriculum interwoven with the arts. 

 
Visit the Magnet Program website at www.aacps.org/magnet for more information. If you have any 
questions, contact the Magnet Office at 410-533-4815 or 410-222-5435 

 
Caught with Character 

 
Each month Deale Elementary will be showcasing a difference character trait. Throughout the 
month, we will learn about why it is important and ways to demonstrate the character trait. At the 
end of the month, each classroom teacher will select a few students that were “Caught with 
Character”! These students did an excellent job of demonstrating the month’s character trait. We 
will celebrate their success with a certificate, names being read on the announcements, and a 
lunch bunch with Mrs. Price.  
 

September’s Character Trait: RESPECT 
 

Food Assistance 
 
If your family could benefit from participating in our weekend food program, please contact our 
School Counselor Mrs. Price. Local church, Our Lady of Sorrows generously facilitates this program. 
The weekend food program is kept as confidential as possible.  
  

  

 
School security – All visitors to the building are expected to ring the doorbell and state their reason for 

visiting.  Please refrain from letting others in as you enter.  We thank you for your continued support in 

providing a safe environment for our students and utilizing the V.Soft system here at Deale.  Don’t forget to 

sign in and out with the office when visiting. 

 

http://www.aacps.org/magnet

